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Mission Statement: The Mokena Community Park District is committed to 
enhancing lives through the power of recreation by providing exceptional 
parks, facilities, programs, events, and services for all to explore and enjoy.  
Vision: Working together to build an active, vibrant, welcoming, connected 
safe and healthy community.  
Values: Our mission is guided by these values: Collaboration, Community 
Engagement, Safety, Sustainability, Cleanliness, Comfort and Inclusion.  
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Director Digest  

Mokena Community Park District Friends:  
 Thank you for taking the time to read our 2026 Winter/Spring  
Brochure ! With the new year comes a variety of exciting programs, events, and 
projects. We are especially thrilled to share our Comprehensive Master Plan , 
created in collaboration with a professional planning firm and shaped by the 
valuable feedback of our residents. This plan will guide many of our initiatives 
and planning efforts over the next five years, including many of the programs 
and initiatives that you will read about in this brochure.  
 Weõre very delighted to celebrate our first winter season with the  
newly renovated Red Barn at Yunker Farm . The barn has quickly become 
Mokenaõs premier program, rental, and event venue, and we are now taking 
reservations for holiday parties, weddings, and other gatherings.  Looking 
ahead, we will be replacing the playground at Green Meadows Park with a  
newer, modern playground.  We will also soon begin redesigning the outdoor 
restroom and former concession building at Main Park, transforming it into a 
modern bathroom facility with additional space to better serve our 
guests.  Construction will also begin this spring on the new accessible  
playground at Main Park. This innovative design was selected as a finalist for 
the BCI Burke National Playground of the Year Award , recognized for its  
inclusivity, creative play features, site planning solutions, anticipated  
community impact, unique funding approach that saved approximately 
$140,000, and originality.  Considering that BCI Burke designs over 100  
playgrounds annually across the U.S., this recognition is a tremendous honor 
for our community.  Main Park will become your new destination for play, 
sports, and community!  
 Yunker Farm will feature our new Winter on the Farm special event, 
Donuts with the Bunny, and a new Spring Bridal Fair.  Other Park District 
events include the very popular Daddy Daughter Dance, Mother and Son  
Bowling, Shamrock Search, and Flashlight Egg Hunt. New classes include 
Golferõs Edge Training, Cardio Drumming, and Winter Shred Challenge at the 
Oaks Recreation and Fitness Center and the new and improved Gymnastics 
classes for all ages at the United Gymnastics Academy.  We also offer new  
puppy and dog training classes at Buske Park, Galentineõs Day Horse Riding at 
Yunker Farm, and several exciting adult trips. Our most popular returning  
programs include several spring sports leagues for all ages, numerous dance 
classes, and early childhood programs.  Donõt forget to register for one of our 
many summer camps and fall preschool, because these programs sell out very 
quickly.    
 The Oaks Recreation and Fitness Center offers something for everyone! Membership includes access 
to multiple free group fitness classes each week, free 
open basketball and pickleball, state -of -the -art  
equipment, complimentary towel service, and 
more.  The Oaks also features some of the areaõs best 
personal trainers and specialized group fitness  
programs.  Membership discounts are available for 
residents, couples and families, students, and  
seniors.  Plus, the Oaks now has a lower age limit for 
youth to work out alongside an adult family member, 
and extended hours during the busy season.  The 
Oaks is the most attractive choice for achieving your 
fitness goals! Donõt forget to make some time for fun.  
Thank you for your support  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Greg Vitale, MPA, CPRP, CPO 
Executive Director  

Board of Commissioners  

President  

Kathryn Oõ Connor 

Vice President  

Mary Louise Knoerzer  

Secretary  

Bob Lindbloom  

Treasure  

Mike Gandy  

Commissioner  

Steve Jacobson  

Commissioner  

Jeff Apel  

Commissioner  

Rebekah Maurer  

Legal Counsel  

John OõDriscoll 

Park Board Meetings  
Park District Board  

Meetings are held on the 
fourth Tuesday of each 

month, at The Oaks  
Recreation & Fitness  

Center, 10847 La Porte 
Road, Mokena,  

at 6:00pm.  
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