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Mission Statement: The Mokena Community Park District is committed to 
enhancing lives through the power of recreation by providing exceptional 
parks, facilities, programs, events, and services for all to explore and enjoy.  
Vision: Working together to build an active, vibrant, welcoming, connected, 
safe, and healthy community.  
Values: Our mission is guided by these values: Collaboration, Community 
Engagement, Safety, Sustainability, Cleanliness, Comfort and Inclusion.  
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Dear Mokena Community Park District friends:  
 
Thank you for reading our 2026 Fall Program Guide! As we welcome another fall 
season, Iõm excited to share some of the many improvements we've made to  
enhance our parks and recreation facilities for the entire community.  One of this 
yearõs highlights is the highly anticipated accessible playground at Main Park, which 
has quickly become a favorite destination for families. Featuring poured -in -place 
rubber surfacing, 19 accessible play amenities, a dual adult/tot swing, and Mokenaõs 
tallest slides.  We also completed a brand -new playground at Green Meadows Park, 
featuring modern play equipment and a large shade structure to help families stay 
comfortable while they play.  
 
Continuing our commitment to accessibility, we completed several improvements 
throughout our parks, including a new walking trail at Acorn Park, an accessible 
entrance to the Main Park Gaga pit, ADA -accessible picnic tables, concrete pads  
beneath most park portable restrooms, improved access to the stage and seating 
area at Yunker Farm, and a new dance floor for community events.   We also  
expanded recreation opportunities with the addition of another pickleball court at 
Buske Park, renovated the Prairie Ridge Park tennis court, made enhancements to 
the dog park, and replaced several older drinking fountains with new models that 
include bottle -filling stations.  
 
Looking ahead, weõre excited to break ground on the renovation of the Main Park 
restroom building. The project will transform the facility into a fully accessible  
restroom with updated finishes and fixtures.   The former concession area will be 
converted into a new community gathering and recreation space featuring a  
beautiful 180 -degree view of the park. We look forward to opening this enhanced 
facility in time for the start of the busy park season.  
 
The renovated Red Barn at Yunker Farm continues to grow in popularity and has 
quickly become one of the areaõs premier gathering spaces. It has already hosted 
Park District programs, business meetings, showers, private parties,  
performances,  major special events, and weddings. With demand continuing to 
grow, we encourage you to reserve your holiday parties, weddings, and special 
events well in advance.  A variety of rental packages are available to accommodate 
gatherings of all sizes.  
 
Weõre excited to bring several new special events to the community this season! New 
additions include the Enchanted Forest Family Dance on September 18, a Bags  
Tournament on September 26, Puzzlemania on November 6, and an enhanced  
Breakfast with Santa on December 12 at its new home in the Yunker Farm Red 
Barn. Weõre also introducing Halloween Mayhem at Main Park on October 24, featuring a Trunk or Treat, the Mokena  
Market, and a Haunted Trail that brings back the spirit of the haunted trails many residents enjoyed in years past.  Our 
signature Halloween Hollow is getting a fresh new name ñMokenaõs Fall Family Fest. It will continue to offer all the  
traditions you know and love, including the carnival, live music, kids games, and the beer tent. Weõre also excited to add a 
family movie night on Thursday evening. Best of all, weõre pleased to announce that wristbands for the kids' games will 
be free for Mokena Community Park District residents , making it even easier for families to enjoy everything the festival 
has to offer. The dates for this are October 1 -4. Returning favorites include the House of Frights Halloween House  
Decorating Contest and the Family Campout at Main Park on August 28, along with many other seasonal events for all 
ages. Our programming lineup continues to grow with exciting new opportunities for all ages. This season, weõre  
introducing G2VBC VolleyTot Academy, a beginner volleyball program designed for our youngest athletes, along with 
Smart Steps: Cardio, Strength & Balance and Soft Glow Yoga Night on October 16.   Weõre also excited to launch Golden 
Gatherings, a new seasonal social series for adults ages 55 and better. These themed events include Halloween Boo & 
Bites on October 30, Turkey Treats & Thanks on November 13, and Jingle & Mingle on December 11.  Of course, many of 
our community favorites are back as well, including youth basketball, fall preschool programs, youth dance, specialized 
fitness classes at The Oaks, and our popular youth gymnastics program.  
 
Whether you're trying something new or returning to a favorite activity, we look forward to helping you stay active,  
connected, and engaged this season.   As always, thank you for your continued support of the Mokena Community Park 
District!  
 

Greg Vitale, MPA, CPRP, CPO  
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