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Mission Statement: The Mokena Community Park District is committed to
enhancing lives through the power of recreation by providing exceptional

parks, facilities, programs, events, and services for all to explore and enjoy.
Vision: Working together to build an active, vibrant, welcoming, connected

safe, and healthy community.
Values: Our mission is guided by these values: Collaboration, Community
Engagement, Safety, Sustainability, Cleanliness, Comfort and Inclusion.

Administration Center

10925 La Porte Road, Mokena
Phone: (708) 390 -2401
Hours: Monday oFriday

9:00am 85:00pm
Website: www.mokenapark.com
Email: info@mokenapark.com
*Office will be closed on 9/7, 11,26, 11/27

The Oaks Recreation & Fithess Center
10847 La Porte Road, Mokena
Phone: (708) 390 -2343
Winter Hours
Oct 2, 2026 -May 20, 2027
Monday dFriday fi 5:00am -9:00pm
Saturday i 7:00am -7:00pm
Sundayfi 7:00am 85:00pm
Labor Day 9/7 fi 5:00am -1:00pm
Thanksgiving 11/27 i 5:00am -11:00am

Administration Staff
Greg Vitale, MPA, CPRP i Executive Director
Karen LaPointe fi Superintendent of Finance and Business Services
Andrea Stoettner i Accounting Payroll Coordinator Il
Kara Bartnik, CPRP fi Superintendent of Recreation
Sarah Bestwina fi Recreation Supervisor
Sailor Morris, MSAR fi Recreation Supervisor
Laurel Welch i Marketing Coordinator
Lisa Tassone i Customer Service/Recreation Support

Maintenance Staff
Jim VanGennep, CPRP, CPSI, CPOf Superintendent of Parks & Facilities
Brett Bartnik, Bill Kausal, Rusy Mitcheff,
Kristin Potocki, Rodger Rottmann, Wayne Wollenzien

The Oaks Recreation & Fithess Center Staff
Beth Waller, CPRPfi Superintendent of Recreation
Facility Operations and Rentals
Kristin Ehler, CPRP, ACE Health Coach,
AFAA and NCCPT i Fitness &
Wellness Supervisor

Pam Krynski i Guest Services Supervisor
Shaun Ziems, CPRP, CPOfi Oaks Maintenance Supervisor
Joe Lesniak, CPOfi Oaks Maintenance Assistant Supervisor

CPRPfi Certified Park & Recreation Professional;
CPSIfi Certified Playground Safety Inspector;
CPOf Certified Pool Operator.
(Professional staff certifications through the
National Recreation & Park Association (NRPA)
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Buske Park
11435 W. Hillside Ln.
Edge Music Academy
9980 W. 190th St. Mokena
Fox Ridge Park
19810 Telluride Ln. Mokena
Frankfort Founders Center
140 Oak Street, Frankfort
Hecht Park
9310 Birch, Mokena
Main Park
10925 W. La Porte Road, Mokena
The Oaks
Recreation & Fitness Center
10847 W. La Porte Road, Mokena
Program Center
10925 W. La Porte Road, Mokena
(South end of Main Park)
Simply Music Studios
164 W. lllinois Hwy, New Lenox
Willowview Park
11420 W. 197th St, Mokena
United Gymnastics Academy
722 Center Rd., Frankfort
Yunker Park -Yunker Red Barn
10824 W. La Porte Road, Mokena



District Digest

Dear Mokena Community Park District friends: ..
Board of Commissioners

Thank you for reading our 2026 Fall Program Guide! As we welcome another fall President

season, Il 6m excited to share some of the any i mprovements we've
enhance our parks and recreation facilities for the entire community. One of this nl Mary Louise Knoerzer

year 6s highlights is the highly anticipated accessib|le playglroun
has quickly become a favorite destination for families. Featuring poured -in-place Vice President

rubber surfacing, 19 accessible play amenijties | dul tf/ t ot
tallest slides. We also completed a brand -new playground at Green Meadows Park, Ste\7e ‘jjaﬁgbsor?

featuring modern play equipment and a large shade structure to help families stay Secretary
comfortable while they play.

Mike Gandy
Continuing our commitment to accessibility, we completed several improvements
throughout our parks, including a new walking trail at Acorn Park, an accessible Treasure
entrance to the Main Park Gaga pit, ADA  -accessible picnic tables, concrete pads Jeff Apel
beneath most park portable restrooms, improved access to the stage and seating P
area at Yunker Farm, and a new dance floor for community events. We also Commissioner
expanded recreation opportunities with the addition of another pickleball court at
Buske Park, renovated the Prairie Ridge Park tennis court, made enhancements to Kat hr yn O6Conn
the dog park, and replaced several older drinking fountains with new models that ..
include bottle -filling stations. Commissioner
Looking ahead, wedre excited to break groulnd oﬁOthﬂrledblpgmovation o]
restroom building. The project will transform the facility into a fully accessible Commissioner
restroom with updated finishes and fixtures. The former concession area will be
converted into a new community gathering and recreation space featuring a Rebekah Maurer
beautiful 180 -degree view of the park. We look forward to opening this enhanced
facility in time for the start of the busy park season. Legal Counsel

The renovated Red Barn at Yunker Farm continues to grow in popularity and has John O6Driscol

quickly become one of the areads premier gertdrerrg—spgoecesr—=t ha
Park District programs, business meetings, showers, private parties, ]

performances, major special events, and weddings. With demand continuing to Park Board Meetings

grow, we encourage you to reserve your holiday parties, weddings, and special Park District Board Meetings

events well in advance. A variety of rental packages are available to accommodate are held on the fourth Tuesday

gatherings of all sizes. of each month, at The Oaks

: . ) Recreation & Fitness Center, _
Wedre excited to bring several new special 10847 La Porte Road. Mokena mun i

additions include the Enchanted Forest Family Dance on September 18, a Bags
Tournament on September 26, Puzzlemania on November 6, and an enhanced
Breakfast with Santa on December 12 at its new home in the Yunker Farm Red

at 6:00pm.

Barn.We dr e also introducing Hall oween Mayhem at Main Park on Octob
Market, and a Haunted Trail that brings back the spirit of the haunted trails many residents enjoyed in years past. Our

signature Halloween Hollow is getting a fresh new name AMokenads Fal | Itwlecantinueyto offer allthe
traditions you know and | ove, including the carnival, Il ive musi c
family movie night on Thursday evening. Best of all, wedre pleas
be free for Mokena Community Park District residents , making it even easier for families to enjoy everything the festival

has to offer. The dates for this are October 1 -4. Returning favorites include the House of Frights Halloween House

Decorating Contest and the Family Campout at Main Park on August 28, along with many other seasonal events for all

ages. Our programming |ineup continues to grow with exciting new
introducing G2VBC VolleyTot Academy, a beginner volleyball program designed for our youngest athletes, along with

Smart Steps: Cardio, Strength & Balance and Soft Glow Yoga Night on October 16. Webre also excited to | a
Gatherings, a new seasonal social series for adults ages 55 and better. These themed events include Halloween Boo &

Bites on October 30, Turkey Treats & Thanks on November 13, and Jingle & Mingle on December 11. Of course, many of

our community favorites are back as well, including youth basketball, fall preschool programs, youth dance, specialized
fithess classes at The Oaks, and our popular youth gymnastics program.

Whether you're trying something new or returning to a favorite activity, we look forward to helping you stay active,
connected, and engaged this season.  As always, thank you for your continued support of the Mokena Community Park
District!

Greg Vitale, MPA, CPRP, CPO
Executive Director




Family Camp Out - * .

Fri-Sat, August 28-29 Bring your tent and sleeping bags for a fun-filled night under the
Main Park stars. Planned activities include a late-night movie on our giant

. inflatable screen, campfire complete with s'mores, camp crafts,
Friday, 6:30pm-Saturday, 9am. continental breakfast in the morning.

Fee R/NR: $50/$60, per c_amPSite' Upon check-in you will be able to set-up your tent in the designated
6 people max. per campsite. camping area. Indoor bathrooms will be utilized for this event. The
Campers must be preregistered. park district will provide a camp fire. Personal fires are not allowed.

Registration Deadline: Aug. 24 Camp out rules will be sent to you before the event. No refunds.

&whanted ‘Foreat 'l-'amily Dance

Follow the woodland path to an evening filled with
wonder at our Enchanted Forest Family Dance!
Discover twinkling lights, magical moments, lively
music, delicious food, and activities for the whole
family. Whether you arrive as a fairy, woodland
creature, prince, princess, or adventurer, all are
welcome in this enchanted realm.

All ages are welcome.

« Pre-registration is required.

« Date: Friday, September 18, 6:30-8:30pm

« Fee R/NR: $20/$30, per person.

« Registration deadline: Sept. 11.

+ Location: Yunker Red Barn




Bags Tournament

Grab a partner and test your skills in our exciting

Bags Tournament! Teams of two will compete in a Saturday;
double-elimination bracket, so you'll have more September 26
than one chance to make a championship run. Whether 1pm

you're playing for fun or aiming for the top, it's sure to P

be an afternoon of friendly competition. The winning

team will take home a first-place prize!

Age: 14 & over.

Location: The Oaks

Fee R/NR: $25/$35

Registration Deadline: September 13.

House of Frigh

Halloween House Decorating Contest

Registration deadline: October 14.
+ Judging is based on creativity, originality, theme, lighting,
musical effects and overall layout.

» Judging takes place on Monday, Oct. 19 and Tuesday, Oct. 20,
between the hours of 6-9pm.

« Registrants do not need to be present during the judging.
First, Second and Third place winners are determined in each
category. Participants can register for only one category.

= Amateur Ogres (those who have not won in the past)
= Master Monsters (those who have won in the past)
= Jr. Werewolves (ages 17 & under).

+ Mokena Community Park District residents only.




Mokena

~ Carnival - Beer Tent

Live Music - Kids Activities m m

Free Movie » Coco Thursday-Sunda
Thur. Oct.1, 7pm at Yunker Farm Octo)t:er 1-4 2

BEER & FOOD CONCESSIONS Yunker Park and The Oaks
Friday: 6-10pm / Saturday: 12-10pm 10824 La Porte Rd., Mokena

FREE CONCERTS PARKING $5
YUNKER FARM BANDSHELL
FRIDAY & SATURDAY KIDS' ACTIVITIES

Saturday, 12-5pm

Make Your Own Scarecrow, Face Painting,

Pumpkin Patch, Inflatables and more.
Activity wristband, $20.

!,gmm.-n«, Mokena residents are Free.

EXHALE The Ron Burgundys
FRIDAY 6-7:30PM FRDAYS10pM  CARNIVAL HOURS
Thursday: 5-9pm
Friday: ~ 5:30-10pm
Saturday: 1-10pm
Sunday: 1-5pm
Special Needs Carnival Day:
Friday 3:30-5pm.
Form Required.

Ignited Hillbilly Rockstarz
SATURDAY 6-7:30PM SATURDAY 8-10PM



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 ¢ 12-3pm
MAIN PARK, 10925 W. LA PORTE RD., MOKENA

Come join us for three great FREE events all in one place. You can start on the
Haunted Trail and see if you make it around the spooky path. If you make it out,
you will walk into our Monster Market, where vendors will be selling Halloween
treats and goodies, then you can collect some free treats from our trunk or treat.
This is a FREE event so come and check it out anytime between Noon and 3PM.

TRUNK OR TREAT O O HAUNTED TRAIL

We are looking for people to Y It's back

decorate their trunks and > The haunted trail will
pass out goodies. This is free — be in the grove and

to anyone that would like to w feature spooky scenes.
participate in. If you are interested in
creating a scene or would

MONSTER MARKET \ like to volunteer to spook some

people, please contact Kara.

Do you make Halloween or )
Fall related items? Are you a “
spooky vendor? Come show off ’
all of your creative items at our = For any questions, inquiries,
Monster Market. All vendors will be under the Pavilion | or to participate in any of
at Main Park. Vendor fee is $30 for a 10x10 space. the events, please contact

If you are interested, please send in the Monster Kara Bartnik at

Market form that can be found on our website. kbartnik@mokenapark.com







